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I saw Major-General Hass an Beshir, Chief of Staff, this 
morning and asked him briefly about the Arab Summit conference in 
Cairoi which he had attended with the President. The following 
details may well be known already, but it is perhaps worth 
having confirmation. 


2. He said that Nasser had remained silent under a series of 
attacks on him from different Heads of State. King Hasson had 
been fairly bitter and sarcastic about Ifaaser 9 s role in the 
Algerian boundary dispute and said that he had now returned the 
Egyptian pilots whom Nasser had sent to Algeria. King Hussein 
had been moderate, restrained and effective. He had pointed out 
that Jordan had its very long frontier with Israel and that he 
wanted a decision by the assembled Heads of State on what help 
they were prepared to give him. He could not go on sustaining 
this burden indefinitely by himself. King Saud had been concerned 
mainly with the Yemen: he had thrown back at Nasser the latter 9 s 
earlier statement that eighty nine per cent of the Yemenis were 
supporters of the republican regime; if this were so, said 
King Saud, what need was there for Nasser to keep any Egyptian 
troops in the Yemen? King Saud said that he refused to recognise 
the republican regime but would be the first to accept whatever 
regime the Yemenis liked to have, provided that all foreign troops 
had left the Yemen when the decision was made. He complained 
also of Egyptian air attacks on Saudi villages. He said that his 

frontier was clearly known; and that he had been compelled to ask 
for foreign assistance because of these persistent Egyptian 
violations of his frontier. 


3* It was Amin El Hafiz ( w a wonderful man", said Hassan Beshir), 
however, who had made the most bitter and sustained attack on 
Nasser. He said that he had come to Cairo to get a decision on 
what action was to be taken by the Arab Heads of State against 
Israel as soon as the Jordan water was diverted. He had not 
come to discuss the Yemen, North Africa or any other matter. He 
spoke, apparently, very effectively until in the end Nasser put his 
head in his hands, said that he had a headache and got up and left 
the room. At no point later did Nasser make a reply to the 
assembled Heads of State to the various criticisms which had been 
made of him. Instead, he spent much time in the hotel with 
individual Heads of State. 
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be brought into the aot 
the people themselves had, 
last got the French out of Bizerta 
by the Algerians for their country. 


4. On anotner aspect of the Arab-Israel dispute, President 
Bourguiba had stressed the need for the Palestinians themselves to 

He quoted the example of Tunis, where 
by political and military means, at 

The same thing had been done 
The Arabs would be prepared 
to help the Palestinians but it must be the latter who took the 
lead. Nasser was not prepared however to contemplate a 
Palestinian government-in-exile in Cairo; and no practioal decision 
was taken about this. In the end, a resolution was passed for 
setting up a joint command and for eaoh Arab oountry to contribute 
its quota of troops - "of course," said Hassan Beshir at this point, 
"we won't be sending any as we only have small forces." It was 
quite dear that Nasser was not prepared to oontemplate any military 
confrontation with the Israelis. 


5. Finally, I asked Hassan Beshir what he thought the effeot was 
going to be on Nasser's position in the Arab world. He replied that 
the next six months would show; if the policy of being friends with 
the Arab rulers was Indeed followed and there was no Egyptian 
subversive aotlvity in the different oountrles and no hostile 
propaganda from Cairo radio and in the Egyptian newspapers, then he 
thought that this would increase Nasser's prestige among the other 
Arab rulers. 


7. I am 
Representatives in 


sending copies of this letter to Her Majesty's 

the Arab League capitals. 




(Ian Scott) 
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